TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN'S EARLY EDUCATION

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 8-9, 2021
CHATTANOOGA CONVENTION CENTER
1 Carter Street - Chattanooga, TN 37402

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Acknowledgements, 3-4
Sponsorships, 5
Schedule of Events, 6
Session Schedule, 7-9
Public Policy Luncheon, 10
Exhibitors, 11
STEAM Sessions, 12-14
Leadership Sessions, 16-17
Reggio Sessions, 19-20
Silent Auction, 202
Social Emotional Learning, 22-25
TACEE Election 2021, 26
Virtual Conference, 27-31
Presenter Contact Information, 32

2

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
TACEE Executive Board
Connie Casha, President & SECA Representative
Cathy Waggoner, President-Elect
Sabra Marshall, Vice President
Misha Davydov, Secretary
Denise Seyl, Treasurer
Kathy Ennis, Nominating Chair - Middle
Teena Jarmon, Nominating Chair - West
Jan King, Nominating Chair - East

TACEE Governing Board
Jan King, Conference Advisory
Debbie Kallaher, Conference Finance Officer
Kathy Ennis, Awards
Laura Bilbrey, Development
Jane Baker, Higher Education
Sabra Marshall, Membership
Rose Carver, Parliamentarian/Historian
Teena Jarmon, Social Media
Debbie Ferguson, Member at Large
Precious Newbell, CCR&R Representative
Lori DuBois, TACEE Office Manager
Phil Acord, Public Policy Co-Chair
Chloe Moore, Public Policy Co-Chair
Stewart Clifton, Public Policy Advocate

3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Regional Presidents
Tania Henson, ChACEE
Tracy Liebermann, KACEE
Debbie Simpson, RACEE Acting President
Lisa Maddox-Vinson, TRACEE President
Adrianne Colquitt, URECA
Teena Jarmon, WTACEE Acting President

2021 Conference Committee
Connie Casha
Jan King

Dana Gamby
Candyee Goode

Phil Acord

Tania Henson

Melanie Allen

Nancy James

Tracy Bryant

Teena Jarmon

Laura Bilbrey

Debbie Kallaher

Rose Carver
Misha Davydov

Tracy Liebermann
Lisa Maddox-Vinson

Lori DuBois

Sabra Marshall

Kathy Ennis

Kelly Maupin

Debbie Ferguson

Denise Seyl

Cathy Waggoner

4

SPONSORS
1955 Society ($2000+)

Advocates for Children ($1500-$1999)

Partners for Quality Education ($1000-$1499)

Children's Circle ($500-$999)

Friends of TACEE ($250-$499)
Nancy James
Cathy Waggoner
Glen Leven Presbyterian Church Day School
TACEE Region Sponsors ($100-$249)
WTACEE

5

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY

7:30-8:15 Voting Open
7:45-1:35 Silent Auction (Friday only)
8:15-8:45 Welcome
8:45-9:45 50 Years of Joy, Phil Acord
9:45-11:45 Voting Open
10:00-11:45 First Session
12:00-1:30 Public Policy Luncheon
1:30-4:45 Voting Open
1:45-3:00 Second Session
3:15-4:40 Third Session
Evening at Creative Discovery Museum
SATURDAY

7:30-9:15 Voting Open - Final Opportunity
7:45-8:45 Self Care with TACEE Leaders
9:15-10:15 The Impact of Stress on Brain Development: Helping
Children Build Stress Resilience, Dr. Judy Cameron
10:30-12:30 Fourth Session
12:30-1:30 Lunch/Business Meeting - Announcement Newly Elected
Board Members
1:30-3:00 Fifth Session
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SESSION SCHEDULE
WELCOME & KEYNOTE, PHIL ACORD (Friday 8:15-9:45)
Fifty Years of Joy
Phil Acord has worked at the Chambliss Center for Children for 50 years!
He is a well known advocate for children, for teachers, the community,
the state and even the country! He will share with you his journey in
early childhood education and why he believes you are so important to
this field of work and how you can find joy in even the toughest of times.
FIRST SESSION (Friday 10:00-11:45)
Forest School: Learning Community and Hope in a Challenging World
- Meeting Room 4
Be Joyful in Hope: Protect Yourself from COVID by Busting the
Myths - Ballroom E
STEAM in Early Childhood - A Focus on Process - Ballroom F
Stress-Relieving Play - Meeting Room 5
SECOND SESSION (Friday 1:45-3:00)
What is Forest School? Observation, Debrief and Presentation at
Lookout Lake - Off-campus at Lookout Lake
It Takes a Village: How Parent and Teacher Communication is Vital
for Development - Meeting Room 5
A Moment of Science - Ballroom F
Stories That Stick with You - Ballroom E
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SESSION SCHEDULE
THIRD SESSION (Friday 3:15-4:30)
Forming Bonds: Fostering Social and Emotional Competency in
Infant/Toddler Classrooms - Meeting Room 5
Surviving and Thriving as a New Teacher - Ballroom E
Making At Creative Discovery Museum - Bringing it to the Classroom
- Off-site at Creative Discovery Museum
What is Forest School? Observation, Debrief and Presentation at
Lookout Lake - Off-site at Lookout Lake
Taking Care: Mental Health Strategies for Providers and Children Virtual Presentation, Ballroom F
ANNOUNCEMENTS, TACEE AWARD WINNERS & KEYNOTE, DR.
JUDY CAMERON (Saturday 8:45-10:15)
The Impact of Stress on Brain Development: Helping Children Build Stress
Resilience
Dr. Cameron will discuss the importance of life experiences in building strong brain
circuits for all skills children learn: social-emotional regulation, language skills,
problem-solving skills, creativity and early science learning. She will discuss how
stress diverts brain building but how we all can employ preemptive strategies to help
children build stress resilience so they continue to thrive in the face of life stresses.
She will use examples of activities that adults can do with children that are part of
the First Pathways Game that is a collection of more than 250 activities for adults
and children (0-8 years of age) to do together, designed by the Working For Kids
program, that are available on any web browser for FREE
(www.firstpathwaysgame.com) and only use everyday household materials. More
than 50 activities for children with developmental delays are also included in the
First Pathways Game.
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SESSION SCHEDULE
FOURTH SESSION (Saturday 10:30-12:30)
Recognizing the Line of Inquiry in Children's Play - Meeting Room
4
Self-Care: Keeping the Pep in Your Step - Meeting Room 5
Where's the STEM? Finding Opportunities for Preschool STEM
Teaching and Learning in the Context of the Garden - Ballroom F
Reflective Collaboration: A Director’s Journey in Becoming a
Pedagogical Partner - Ballroom E
FIFTH SESSION (Saturday 1:30-3:00)
Bringing Life Science to Life with Eagle Cams in a Preschool and
University Collaboration - Ballroom E
Self Care through Effective Time Management - Meeting Room 5
Compassion As a Power Skill: Leading with Heart to Create Your
Center Culture - Ballroom F
Hooray for You!: The Art of Self-Expression with Bestselling
Author Marianne Richmond - Meeting Room 4
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PUBLIC POLICY LUNCHEON

Child Care & Early Education: A Lunch Conversation with State &
Local Leaders
Presented by Tennesseans for Quality Early Education
Friday, 12:00-1:30 - Ballrooms E & F
A panel of state leaders will discuss the recently formed Tennessee Child Care
Taskforce and its work ahead to develop a strategic action plan to address the
challenges working families face with access to quality, affordable child care.
Following the panel, local leaders will discuss Chattanooga's work and
prioritization of early childhood education and how public-private partnerships
are key to success.
Moderator: Blair Taylor, Tennesseans for Quality Early Education President and CEO

Child Care Taskforce Panel
Connie Casha, President of TACEE, Director of Early Learning Programs, MTSU
Representative Patsy Hazlewood (R-Signal Mountain)
Commissioner Clarence Carter, Tennessee Department of Human Services
Commissioner Penny Schwinn, Tennessee Department of Education

Local Leaders
Phil Acord, Public Policy Chair for TACEE, CEO, Chambliss Center for Children in
Chattanooga
Tim Kelly, Mayor of Chattanooga
Jennifer Andrews , Chattanooga 2.0, Director of Early Childhood Strategies
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EXHIBITORS
Exhibit Hall Information
Meeting Room 3
Friday 7:30-5:00

Saturday 7:15-1:30

EXHIBITORS
Kaplan
(Dan DiVona)

Lakeshore
(Paul Craven)

Learning Without Tears
(Cindy Brill & Joel Mayes)

Author & Prseneter
(Marianne Richmond)

NJS Fashion Handbags
(Tonya Brack)

Our Daily Bread
(Phillip Hester, Senta Hester, Shannon Donahue, Nicole Siva)

Presentation Solutions
(Regina Martin)

NON-PROFIT EXHIBITORS
East Tennessee State University
Tennessee Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
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STEAM
STEAM in Early Childhood – A Focus on Process
Dr. Jayne Griffin; Erin Townley; Christie Haggard

Friday 10:00-11:45, Ballroom F

At it's center, STEAM is about doing. Encouraging scientific process skills helps our
children become lifelong learners. In this session, attendees will participate in fun,
hands-on activities that can be brought back to the classroom. We will discuss the
content areas and processes of STEAM involved in these activities. We will also share
some techniques to help teachers with planning STEAM activities with their students.
Dr. Jayne Griffin is the director of Education at Creative Discovery Museum. Erin Townley
is the Early Childhood Manager and Christie Haggard is the Assistant Early Childhood
Manager at Creative Discovery Museum. We have worked with families, teachers, and
community members on developmentally rich classes, STEM-based programs, immersive
early childhood exhibits, and teacher workshops both at the museum and in the
community.

A Moment of Science

Jennifer Taggart and Jason Hartman

Friday 1:45-3:00, Ballroom F

Science “experiments” can seem scary in a room full of preschool children, but
exposing children to science early will help them develop critical thinking skills. This
workshop will focus on the importance of science in the classroom and easy ways to
incorporate fun science experiments. The best way to learn is by doing.
Jennifer and Jason were preschool teachers for over 10 years and now work for TECTA.
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STEAM
Making at Creative Discovery Museum – Bringing It to the Classroom
Dr. Jayne Griffin; Erin Townley; Christie Haggard

Friday 3:00-4:30, Off-campus

Making is wonderful for our students’ creativity and problem-solving skills. This
session will discuss the processes involved in making and highlight connections to
literature. Participants will be challenged to make something to solve a problem or
illustrate a character in our make-it and shadow puppet making exhibits. We will also
brainstorm ways to bring making to the classroom. THIS SESSION WILL BE HELD AT
CREATIVE DISCOVERY MUSEUM 321 Chestnut St, Chattanooga. SPACE is LIMITED
TO 35. SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM HOTEL AVAILABLE OR FOR THE WALKERS IT IS
A 10-15 MINUTE WALK DOWNTOWN. STAY FOR OPEN HOUSE AFTERWARDS.

Stop by the Creative Discovery Museum on Friday evening between
5:30-7:00 for a hands-on Open House, exclusive to TACEE
Conference attendees. Light refreshments will be provided.
We hope to see you there!
Where's the STEM? Finding Opportunities for Preschool STEM
Teaching and Learning in the Context of the Garden
Alissa Lange

Saturday 10:30-12:30, Ballroom F

This session will provide an overview of STEM and integrated STEM in preschool and
explore examples of STEM and integrated STEM in the context of the garden. Similar
to the Preschool STEM Institute (https://www.ecstemlab.com/preschool-steminstitute.html), participants will identify opportunities to talk about, explore, read
about, and think about STEM in a connected context. The session will include
discussion, demonstrations, and hands-on and minds-on activities, and will draw from
examples in the presenter's book, Teaching STEM in the Preschool Classroom: Exploring
Big Ideas with 3- to 5-Year-Olds.
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STEAM
Bringing Life Science to Life with Eagle Cams in a Preschool and
University Collaboration
Alissa Lange

Saturday 10:30-12:30, Ballroom E

This session will explore a collaborative life science project involving an eagle cam
resource local to our university. The project started out as a small initiative with our
lab preschool and our university's pre-service teachers participating in the STEM
Collaboration project (https://www.ecstemlab.com/pre-service-teachers.html), and
then it expanded into a months-long, truly integrated STEM experience - and beyond!
We will share ideas for implementation of the resources to teach science and
integrated STEM in an engaging and authentic way. Participants will leave with ideas
aligned to the standards and ready for implementation in January when the eagles
begin laying eggs for the new season. Susan Taylor St. Lawrence, the preschool
teacher in the collaboration, will discuss the process, show examples and links to
literacy, and describe children's experiences and products as a result. Dr. Lange, one of
the lead facilitators of the STEM Collaboration, will discuss the collaboration and lead
hands-on activities designed to spark interest in using animal cams to bring life science
and integrated STEM projects to life for in-person and virtual learning environments.
Alissa A. Lange, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education at East Tennessee
State University and Director of the EC STEM Lab. Prior to joining ETSU, Dr. Lange was research
assistant professor at the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) at Rutgers
University, a U.S. Fulbright Scholar in Bogotá, Colombia, and a U.S. Department of Education,
Institute of Educational Sciences Postdoctoral Fellow with Doug Clements and Julie Sarama in
early mathematics. Dr. Lange has over 13 years of experience leading or co-leading early STEM
(science, technology, engineering, mathematics) teaching and learning initiatives, including a
recent National Science Foundation-funded STEM professional development project for preschool
teachers, and a library-based informal learning program, the Math and Science Story Time
(MASST: www.masstprogram.com). She currently collaborates with elementary education faculty
to improve the quality of pre-service teacher preparation in STEM (www.ecstemlab.com/preservice-teachers). She has disseminated the results of her work to audiences across the United
States and internationally, including for the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and
Medicine in 2020 and for members of Congress in 2015. She currently directs the EC STEM Lab
(www.ecstemlab.com) and co-facilitates NAEYC’s Early Math Interest Forum. Her book, Teaching
STEM in the Preschool Classroom: Exploring Big Ideas with 3- to 5-Year-Olds was published in 2019
by Teachers College Press (https://www.tcpress.com/teaching-stem-in-the-preschool-classroom9780807761366).
Susan Taylor St. Lawrence, MAT, MA, IMH-E®, is an early childhood educator at East Tennessee
State University's early childhood laboratory program. Susan has over 17 years of experience in an
early childhood setting, with 11 years of full-time teaching experience. Susan is currently teaching
preschool, but has experience working with children age birth through 5th grade. In addition,
Susan is also an adjunct instructor for pre-service teachers at the local community college.
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LEADERSHIP
Be Joyful in Hope: Protect Yourself from COVID By Busting the Myths
Crystal Campbell

Friday 10:00-11:45, Ballroom E

Join me as we look at the issue of COVID and other diseases from a culturally diverse
lens. We will explore concerns, myths and ideas. This will be an information seeking
session designed to provide you with concrete ideas on how to keep you and the
children in your care safe.
Crystal Y. Campbell is currently the Executive Director of Dorchester County First Steps.
DCFS is a non-profit agency with the mission of preparing children birth to 5 for school
success. Crystal is a retired Educator having served 30 years in the public school system, 2
years in private school, Quality Coach with CCR&R, Regional Manager with
Berkeley/Dorchester Head Start, Senior Instructor at the College of Charleston and
Professor at Trident Technical College and Midlands Tech in South Carolina. She also has her
own Educational Consulting business: CYC Educational Consulting, LLC. She is the proud
mother of one Son, Tirrell Sr. and grandson Tirrell Jr. She is a strong believer in Jesus Christ
and makes no apology for her beliefs. She loves teaching, training , reading and most of all
acting. "I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me" propels her to help and
serve others.

It Takes a Village: How Parent and Teacher Communication is Vital
for Development
Danielle Bekeza and Emily Dann

Friday 1:45-3:00, Meeting Room 5

We want to discuss why having consistent and open communication with parents is
important for childhood development. We will touch upon the benefits for the child
and family about keeping open communication, one being if early intervention is
needed. We will also touch on how different ways of communication/engagement
with the families can happen in their classrooms and beyond.
Danielle Bekeza has her Bachelor's Degree in Exceptional Education K-12 from the
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. She taught special education K-3 in the school
system for 3 1/2 years and then began as an Early Childhood Education Coordinator at
Signal Centers in 2019.
Emily Dann has her Bachelor's Degree in Special Education (Birth-Kindergarten) and her
Master's Degree in Educational Psychology (Applied Cognition and Development) both from
the University of Georgia (Go Dawgs!). She taught Pre-K in Georgia for 2 years, taught as an
Exceptional Education teacher for 1 year, and is now an Early Childhood Education
Coordinator at Signal Centers.
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LEADERSHIP
Surviving and Thriving as a New Teacher
Jane Baker

Friday 3:15-4:30, Ballroom E

It's natural to be both excited and nervous for your first year of teaching. In this
session, a panel of newly-experienced early childhood teachers share their tips and
advice to not only survive but thrive during the first year.
Jane Baker is a professor of Early Childhood/Special Education at Tennessee Tech University. She is
also the TACEE Higher Education Chair.

Reflective Collaboration: A Director’s Journey in Becoming a
Pedagogical Partner
Beth Huber

Saturday 10:30-12:30, Ballroom E

Join Beth Huber, a childcare director, as she explores the pedagogical side of being an
early childhood leader. Like many directors, much of her time is spent on scheduling,
supervising, managing licensing requirements, enrollment and supporting families.
While she is passionate about supporting her teachers, she knew that she was not
providing the reflective collaboration that was needed. Using Coaching with Powerful
Interactions (Jablon, Dombro and Johnsen) and Thinking to Teaching (Pelo and Carter)
as her inspiration, she created a conversation and observation schedule and created
forms that allowed her to spend time learning alongside the teachers; putting her
supervisor hat aside and creating paths that would open communication and deepen
teaching practices.
Beth Huber has been in the early childhood field for over twenty years. She has worked as an infant
toddler teacher, preschool teacher, kindergarten teacher and is currently the interim director at East
Tennessee State University Little Buccaneers Early Childhood Laboratory Program and an adjunct
early childhood instructor at Northeast State Community College. She has also worked at TECTA
and served as co-president of the Appalachian Association of the Education of Young Children. She
is a strong advocate of play, the rights of early childhood educators and caregivers and respecting
children as human beings!

Compassion as a Power Skill: Leading with Heart to Create Your
Center Culture
Alyssa Dituro

Saturday 1:30-3:00, Ballroom F

Are you tired of hearing that your staff doesn’t feel supported and doesn’t know how to
change their perception? Join us in this session as we discuss compassionate leadership,
how to get it done in 5 minutes per day, and how it’ll create an iron triangle of joy in
your center.
A dynamic and passionate Education Management Professional with more than a decade of
experience, Alyssa is passionate about building centers with solid cultures, helping directors
streamline their days, and allow them to become the leader they want to be. With a Master's in
Inner-City Education and a Bachelor's Degree in Early Childhood Education, she remains committed
to the field.
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REGGIO
Forest School: Learning Community and Hope in a Challenging
World
Jean Lomino

Friday 10:00-11:45, Meeting Room 4

The global pandemic has opened a new understanding of the importance of forest
school. Time in nature helps children recognize the abundant interconnections within
our large and complex world—a kinship with all earth’s inhabitants leading to a strong
and healthy community of plants, animals and human beings. Discover how nature
gives children the tools and understandings to create community with each other and
all earth's inhabitants, creating the necessary foundation for a hopeful world.

What is Forest School? Observation, Debrief and Presentation at
Lookout Lake
Jean Lomino

Friday 1:45-3:00, Lookout Lake
Friday 3:15-4:30, Lookout Lake

Participants will observe preschool children engaged in Forest School at Lookout Lake.
They will gain firsthand views of exploratory, child-directed play in a forest setting,
forest school facilitators guiding the children in teachable moments, and other features
of this unique learning framework. After observation, participants will debrief their
experience with Dr. Jean Lomino and also learn about her current mission and vision for
children growing in kinship with nature.THIS SESSION IS LIMITED TO 20
PARTICIPANTS. MUST PROVIDE OWN TRANSPORTATION TO SITE: Lookout Lake
3408 Elder Mountain Road, Chattanooga 37419. SESSION IS OUTDOORS RAIN OR
SHINE
Jean Lomino holds a Ph.D. in Leadership with an emphasis in Environmental Education. She
was a classroom teacher for 20 years, and since 2000 she has been an adjunct professor for
a Master’s Degree program in Outdoor Teacher Education. Jean served as Executive
Director of Reflection Riding Arboretum and Nature Center in Chattanooga TN from 20052013. In 2015 she co-founded Wauhatchie School, the first forest kindergarten in the state
of Tennessee which in the past five years has grown to include four forest school sites in the
Chattanooga area with an enrollment of 180 students. Jean is also founder and lead trainer
of the Forest School Teacher Institute and has trained over 300 forest school teachers from
the US, Canada, China, Korea and South Africa, including two months working with teachers
at No Boundaries Forest Kindergarten in Guangzhou, China. In 2018 she collaborated with
Dr. Jiyoun Shin, Vice-Chair of the Korean Forest Kindergarten Association, to conduct
research concerning Character Development in Forest Kindergarten. Jean presented at the
2019 International Symposium of Forest Kindergartens in Seoul, South Korea and again
virtually in 2021. She continues to be a global speaker/advocate for forest school.
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REGGIO
Recognizing the Line of Inquiry in Children's Play
Jenette Dean

Saturday 10:30-12:30, Meeting Room 4

Children's play is always rich, but often educators struggle to see the line of inquiry. At
Highland Plaza United Methodist Preschool, we developed a system for collaboration
with teachers, Atelieristas and administrators to recognize the best ways to scaffold
children's interests. Please join us while we share some techniques and real life stories
of helping children go deeper in the explorations and interests in a Reggio-Inspired
school.
Jenette Dean has been an early childhood educator since her graduation from college. As a
military spouse she worked in childcare centers in Germany, Kentucky, and West Point, New
York. Upon her spouse's retirement, she moved to Chattanooga where she worked at the
Creative Discovery Museum as the Playgym Coordinator, and later as the Early Childhood
Education Manager, and developed the Countdown to Kindergarten Program. In 2015 she
became the Director of Highland Plaza United Methodist Preschool (HPUMP). She was the
Director at HPUMP for six years and was responsible for one of the leading Reggio-Inspired
schools in South East Tennessee. Currently, she is designing and implementing a new naturebased, Reggio-Inspired three year old class at St. Nicholas School in Chattanooga.
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Stress-Relieving Play
Kathie Chase Young

Friday 10:00-11:45, Meeting Room 5

Stress-relieving play, is based on doctoral dissertation research which showed that
teachers who care for themselves through playful activity are less stressed and less
susceptible to burnout. The participants in this session will gain knowledge about the
nature of stress, will gain understanding about how play is crucial to healthy
development throughout the lifespan, and learn how play can help them personally.
Kathy Chase Young has been a veteran of early education with a great diversity of
experiences for over 30 years. She has served as administrator and classroom teacher of
programs serving infants through preschoolers. She has been an adjunct professor, a CDA
trainer, author, consultant, and speaker. She currently serves as the Children’s Ministry
Director at the First Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg, MS. Kathy holds a Doctorate
Degree in Educational Leadership, a Master's Degree in Child Development and a Bachelors
in Education and Psychology. Throughout her career, she has maintained a sense of wonder
about the way children learn and grow, and about the ways that we, as educators, best
foster children’s achievement of their potential. Her desire is to inspire, and she does this
helping others consider all the possibilities and what it takes to realize them.

Stories That Stick With You
Lisa Maddox Vinson and Shala Abbott

Friday 1:45-3:00, Ballroom E

Stories help us explain everything in our experience from science to relationships,
from feelings to memories, and from questions to objections. With every story we
hear, read, or listen to, our mind makes cognitive and emotional connections that
shape our perspective of the world. During this session will look at stories and how
they can empower leadership.
Lisa Maddox Vinson and Shala Abbott both work for TECTA at Austin Peay State University.

Silent Auction

Remember to check out the silent auction on Friday, located
in the Exhibit Hall/Registration Room. Auction opens at 7:30
and closes at 1:35. Winners will be notified and have an
opportunity to pay for and claim items Friday afternoon and
Saturday morning.
Pay by cash, check or credit card at the registration area by
4:45 pm Friday or by 10:30 am Saturday. Next highest bidders
will be contacted in the event of any unclaimed items.
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Thank you to all of our donors, collectors and organizers!

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Forming Bonds: Fostering Social and Emotional Competency in
Infant/Toddler Classrooms
Amber Bentley

Friday 3:15-4:30, Meeting Room 5

This session focuses on relationship building as a foundation to infant and toddler
classrooms. It will expand on the various types relationships that exist in the
infant/toddler classroom and the role each plays. From this training, participants will
learn how to create classroom bonds that support and foster social and emotional
growth.
Hello! My name is Amber Bentley. I am representing Tennessee Early Childhood Teaching
Alliance as a Specialist located at the Chattanooga State Community College site. In the past,
I have worked with infants and toddlers in a variety of settings. Most recently, I worked with
Tennessee Early Intervention Systems, serving families of infants and toddlers with
developmental delays or disabilities. Prior to that, I worked with the Little Buccaneer's Early
Childhood Laboratory Program at East Tennessee State University as a Lead teacher in an
Infant/Toddler multiage classroom. I am a life-long learner with a passion for the early
childhood field!

Taking Care: Mental Health Strategies for Providers and Children
Heather Logan and Tiffany Pierce

VIRTUAL - Friday 3:15-4:30, Ballroom F

Participants in this session will gain knowledge of the importance of taking care of
oneself as related to effectively caring for young children. Participants will recognize
and practice using strategies to regulate one’s own mental health. Additionally,
participants will discover tools and tips for teaching mental health to young children in
the classroom. Modeling, sensory activities, puppets, and more strategies will be
shared and experienced. Join us as we strengthen mental health for ourselves and
within young children!
Heather is a Ballad Health Community Engagement Specialist, focusing on improving early
childhood outcomes. Previously, she has taught Head Start, worked for TECTA (Tennessee
Early Childhood Training Alliance) and teaches early childhood courses at two community
colleges. Tiffany is a Behavioral Health Specialist with Upper East Tennessee Human
Development Agency's (UETHDA) Head Start program and has a background in child
psychology. Additional members of UETHDA Head Start's behavioral health team will be
joining Heather and Tiffany.
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Self-Care: Keeping the Pep in Your Step
Kristen Dunn

Saturday 10:30-12:30, Meeting Room 5

As professionals who care for others, it is important to refuel ourselves. Self-care is
important in supporting our motivation and ability to continue to improve the lives of
the people we serve. In this session, we will talk about how self-care impacts our
work, where and how to incorporate self-care in our lives, and how modeling self-care
teaches those individuals we serve.
Kristin Dunn is the Director of Professional Development with the AIMHiTN. She received her
bachelor’s degree in Child and Families Studies with a minor in Political Science from the University
of Tennessee at Martin and her master’s degree in Recreational Therapy from the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville. She served 10 years of her career in Prevention and Early Intervention
Services in Knoxville, TN, including Healthy Families Home Visiting Program and the Regional
Intervention Program. She joined AIMHiTN in 2019. She was a member of the Leadership Cohort
that brought Infant Mental Health Endorsement® to Tennessee and became endorsed in 2017 as
Infant Mental Health - Mentor Policy. In her new role she is actively working on developing
crosswalks for the workforce, reflective practice, and Endorsement®, identifying training gaps in
Tennessee for the Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health workforce, and ensuring Tennessee's
workforce is the strongest it can be. She enjoys sharing with others about Infant and Early
Childhood Mental Health and learning about all the great work Tennessee is doing.

Self Care Through Effective Time Management
Mary Shell and Kristen Osborne

Saturday, 1:30-3:00, Meeting Room 5

Is the stress of running a child care business taking its toll on your mental health? Join
us as we uncover creative ways to keep yourself organized while remembering to take
time to make your own self-care a priority.
Kristen Osborne, M.Ed. has been advocating for children in the Early Childhood Field for over 15
years, working as administrator, director, quality coach, trainer, classroom teacher and presently
small business support specialist with Tennessee Child Care Resource and Referral and Signal
Centers, Inc. Mary Shell, M.Ed., IMH-E® brings over 28 years of experience in early childhood
education to the table. She has been a child care center owner/director, Early and Migrant &
Seasonal Head Start Director, classroom teacher for toddler through 2nd grade and a Family
Engagement Coach for CCR&R. She is currently working as a Small Business Support Lead Specialist
for Tennessee Child Care Resource and Referral and Signal Centers, Inc. Mary has also presented at
TAEYC and NAEYC conferences.

24

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Hooray for You!: The Art of Self-Expression with Bestselling Author
Marianne Richmond
Saturday, 1:30-3:00, Meeting Room 4
Bestselling author and artist Marianne Richmond will share the inspiration behind her
picture books that celebrate love, courage and connection — and give teachers
creative ideas for bringing the book’s themes to the heart of their students and
classroom. Artistic playtime included.
Marianne Richmond has touched the lives of millions over the past two decades through her
beloved picture books that help you share your heart and connect with those you love. She has
written more than 70 books and sold more than 6 million copies worldwide.

BONUS SESSION
Dr. Judy Cameron
October 25, 2021 from 6:00-7:00 PM CST
A conversation on
Working For Kids “How to Promote Children’s Healthy Sleep”
All participants in this training should visit and complete the FREE half hour
online training on “How to Promote Children’s Healthy Sleep” available at
www.wfk.teachable.com before attending the session. This online training
includes a brief 5 question pre-quiz to assess adult’s understanding of how to
promote children’s healthy sleep, a half hour video of Dr. Cameron providing an
engaging educational session that uses story-telling and hands-on activities to
teach adults the importance of healthy sleep on children’s brain development
(both cognitive development and social-emotional regulation), several hands-on
activities that parents can use with their children to teach healthy sleep habits,
and a 5 question post-quiz. During the session Dr. Cameron will show brief
videoclips of different ways the activities in the healthy sleep training can be
utilized and will answer questions about how parents can help their children
develop healthy sleep habits.
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TACEE Election 2021
All TACEE members have the opportunity to
vote for the next round of executive board
members. Please take a moment to vote
virtually, or stop by our voting booth in the
Exhibit Hall.
Member ID number is required to cast a
vote, and these will be available at our voting
booth.

Voting Opportunities

Vice President-Elect

Friday, 7:30-8:15
Friday, 9:45-11:45
Friday, 1:30-4:45
Saturday, 7:30-9:15

Anthony Creasy (Nashville)

Winners will be
announced during the
business meeting on
Saturday!

Debbie Kallaher (Memphis)

Secretary
Tracy Bryant (Chattanooga)
Martha Duff (Nashville)

Treasurer-Elect
Ezra Johnson (Union City)
Denise Seyl (Bradyville)

No time to vote? No problem!

SECA Rep-Elect
Connie Casha (Smyrna)
Misha Davydov (Nashville)

Nominating Chair
Leah Mangrum (Fairview)
Precious Newbell (Nashville)
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VIRTUAL
Virtual sessions will be available to all conference attendees for 6 months,
beginning November 1. Participants will be emailed instructions and a
password prior to virtual sessions opening.

SESSION INFORMATION
STEM-TASTIC Literature - Using Literature to Bring STEAM to Life!
Aimee Weathers

Incorporating Literature into the STEM Classroom: Literature aids students in making
connections between STEM subjects. In this virtual session, we'll look at how to teach STEM
through various genres of literature. You'll discover how to engage your students with
activities that incorporate critical Math, Science, and Literacy themes from their favorite
fiction and nonfiction books!

Love of Literacy
Kassi Kincaid

This training will inspire a love of literacy in children by equipping early childhood educators
and parents with the tools to bring classic children’s books to life through an event called
Book Days: an event combining a theatrical experience with themed activities. The
characters and plots are lifted off the pages and create physical elements that the children
experience through multiple senses.

The Big 2: Taking on Time and Teams Together!
Sharon Jackson

Time and teams…two of the biggest challenges for directors/leaders to handle! Come
together to discuss ways to work with both more efficiently and with greater success. Ideas
will be shared, networking encouraged and tools will be provided for all participants.

Integrating Science, Math, Social Studies and Literacy for Earth’s Sake
Abby Watkins

Discover inquiry-based activities - games, role-playing and cooperative group exercises - that
build academic skills in all core subject areas, while also broadening ecological awareness.
The presented activities provide students with a variety of modalities (kinesthetic, auditory,
visual, and tactile) to master interdisciplinary concepts and themes, while encouraging
children’s curiosity about the natural world. Receive lesson plans and background materials
in an electronic format.
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VIRTUAL
Loving Limits
Cindy Lea Ligon

Using the lens of child development, learn how to guide children’s behavior with discipline
tips and strategies that are kind yet firm, non-punitive, respectful to the child, and
developmentally appropriate.

Whole Child Teaching and the Importance of Social Emotional Learning
Dr. Billi L Bromer

Over the last decade, educators have highlighted that the social and emotional elements of
children’s development are as important as their physical, cognitive, and language development.
In addition, family engagement has been a hallmark of early childhood education, but the
connections among family engagement, school environment, and a child’s social and emotional
development are coming into better focus as vital to a child’s overall well-being.
The Aspen Institute National Commission on Social, Emotional, and Academic Development has
focused on how the Every Student Succeeds Act has established linkage among 1) student
academic success, 2) positive peer relationships, and 3) a supportive classroom environment.
Although states are not mandated to provide assessment of social emotional learning, there is
growing interest in identifying how academic achievement can be influenced and enhanced by
attentiveness to the social and emotional well-being of students of all ages as part of a whole
child approach to teaching.

Early Childhood Success? It's As Easy As T.L.C!
Sean Buchanan

This fast paced and humorous session is designed to give solutions to educators as they try
to reach young students (and their families) who may be apathetic in their outlook toward
education or struggle with discipline issues. It features research-based strategies that will
improve student behavior and make clear the role motivation plays in the early childhood
education process!

Righting the Path, Getting Back to What Works in Early Childhood Education
Debra L. Lawrence

In the "push down" environment of getting children ready for the next stage of their life,
ignoring where they are can prevent children from reaching their potential, gifted at
conception. This session provides participants with strategies for recalibrating the "push
down" movement and getting back to what works.
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VIRTUAL
Early Experiences, Lasting Impacts of Childhood Trauma
Part 1, Part 2, & Part 3
Debra L. Lawrence

Recognizing the impact of early experiences on the developing brain is critical to formulating
policies, interventions, and strategies that can assist in ameliorating the long-term adverse
effects of stress, trauma, and neglect. Part I of this two-part session will investigate the
relationship between prenatal exposure to teratogens, toxic stress and neglect, and its effect
on the wiring of the brain and an individual's ability to respond to everyday situations.

Leading with Purpose
Debra L. Lawrence

Directing early childhood programs requires leadership and staff motivation skills.
Understanding how to lead with purpose engages each staff member in contributing
positively to the early childhood program.

Arkansas Resources to Impact Curriculum for Infants, Toddlers &
Preschool Children
Dr. Shelli Henehan

Join us as we electronically dive into the many resources on the Better Beginnings website
that focus on approved curricula for infants, toddlers and preschool children. Each resource
is free. Each resource supports the Learning Goals in the Arkansas Child Development and
Early Learning Standards: Birth through 60 months. Each resource is child-centered. Each
resource can be adapted to meet the needs of each child in your group. Each resource will be
enjoyed by your children and you. Each resource will IMPACT children’s development and
learning.

Structure Beginnings and Endings Impact on Behavior
Claudia Otto, PhD

This session addresses diversity by offering an alternative approach to give information to
students with autism from various cultural, racial, and linguistic backgrounds; age, grade, and
performance levels; and learning styles. Structured and organized framing of instructional
directives and/or presentations will enable the student to focus and construct understanding
on the intended meaning. Research results from various examples will be shared.
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VIRTUAL
Waterford Upstart: A Pandemic Support
Dr. Courtenay Burns

This session will explore the innovative, technology-delivered Waterford Upstart school
readiness program. This will include discussion of the program's development, research basis,
curriculum, and success. Additionally, it will include how Waterford Upstart uses a nudging
communication strategy, coupled with personalized coaching, in order to support the
delivery of social-emotional learning by the family and empower caregivers as their child's
first teacher. This exploration will be conducted through the lens of the Waterford Upstart
Summer Learning Path (SLP) program, a pandemic recovery model designed, based on years
of data, to deliver school readiness outcomes in 13 weeks to help reduce the impact of
COVID slide for our youngest learners.

Fine Motor Skills...Write Out of the Box!
Dr. Marianne Gibbs

NAEYC presenter and Occupational Therapist shares engaging information on fine motor
development of young children 3-6 years old. This session contains essential, rarely
addressed material for educators of all young children, which supports pencil grasp and prewriting development across the curriculum. Activities and techniques are ready to use in the
classroom and at home tomorrow!

Using Culturally Responsive Behavior Management Interventions to
Support Students with Disabilities
Tahnee Wilder MS. CCC-SLP, Fanica Young Ed.S, Danica Moise MS.BCBA

The purpose of this presentation will showcase strategies as to how special education
teachers can build equitable classroom culture and climate to support students with
disabilities challenging behaviors by utilizing therapeutic behavior management
interventions.

Know It to Grow it: Using the Latest Brain Science to Boost Language
Development through Early Talk
Brittaney Robinson

Research shows that back and forth interactions between adults and children play a
significant role in early brain development. In this session, we will explore the latest early talk
research and how to put it into practice, leveraging innovation to promote responsive
caregiving and provide critical data to support a diversity of early language environments.
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VIRTUAL
The Adult's Role in Managing Emotional Mayhem
Jennifer A Skrivanek

Our response when children are in stress can either inhibit the development of selfregulation or foster the development of self-regulation. The first step is to learn to practice
self-regulation as the adult and model it in the classroom. Once an adult can successfully
practice self-regulation they are ready to share their skills with children. The adult can then
empower children to learn the life skill of self-regulation setting the child up to successfully
navigate life.

Behavior Management Strategies
Tracy Liebermann

Learners will investigate nine different behavior management strategies with specific
examples to clarify each. I will also talk about reframing our perspectives and understanding
ways that children's anxiety shows up as something else. Items to place in a calm down box
will be detailed and I will discuss strategies to help with oppositional children.

How do I claim my certificate of completion?
To claim certificates, participants must complete the Virtual Conference
Reflection Form for each session. Once verified, certificates will be sent
to participants from the TACEE office.
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Presenter Contact Information
IN-PERSON

Alissa Lange - langea@etsu.edu
Alyssa Dituro - alyssa.dituro@mcneillycenter.org
Amber Bentley - amber.bentley@chattanoogastate.edu
Beth Huber - huber@mail.etsu.edu
Crystal Campbell - sugarmama77@gmail.com
Danielle Bekeza, Emily Dann - danielle_bekeza@signalcenters.org
Heather Logan, Tiffany Pierce - heather.logan@balladhealth.org
Jane Baker - jbaker@tntech.edu
Dr. Jayne Griffin, Erin Townley, Christie Haggard - eet@cdmfun.org
Jean Lomino - jean@forestteacher.org
Jenette Dean - jldeanreggio@gmail.com
Jennifer Taggart, Jason Hartman - jennifer.taggart@chattanoogastate.edu
Dr. Judy Cameron - jcameron@pitt.edu
Kathie Chase Young - kathychaseyoung@gmail.com
Kristin Dunn - kristind@aimhitn.org
Kristen Osborne, Mary Shell - kristen_osborne@signalcenters.org
Lisa Maddox-Vinson - maddoxl@apsu.edu
Marianne Richmond - richmond.marianne@gmail.com
Phil Acord - ppasb4@aol.com

VIRTUAL

Abby Watkins - awatkins@popconnect.org
Aimee Weathers - aweathers@jsu.edu
Dr. Billi L Bromer - bbromer@brenau.edu
Brittaney Robinson - brittaneyrobinson@lena.org
Cindy Lea Ligon - cindylealigon@gmail.com
Claudia Otto, PhD - claudia.otto@okstate.edu
Courtenay Burns - courtenayburns@waterford.org
Debra L. Lawrence - brainguru@aol.com
Jennifer A. Skrivanek - jenskrivanek@gmail.com
Kassi Kincaid - info@bookdays.org
Dr. Marianne Gibbs - mgibbs@writeoutofthebox.com
Sean Buchanan - sean.buchanan.solutions@gmail.com
Sharon Jackson - srjearlyessentials@gmail.com
Shelli Henehan - shelli.henehan@uafs.edu
Tahnee Wilder MS. CCC-SLP, Fanica Young Ed.S, Danica Moise MS.BCBA - tahnee.wilder@ucf.edu
Tracy Liebermann - KnoxKacee@gmail.com
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Thank you for participating in our annual TACEE Conference. We
hope you enjoyed our in-person sessions and are looking forward to
our offering of virtual training opportunities
(available November 1).
A special thanks goes out to all presenters, organizers and
volunteers and attendees - without you, this year's conference
would not have been possible!
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